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years by' George Fox, and other 
Leadinz-Men, in their Monday, 
or Second-dayes Meeting at Devon- 
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PREFACE 


TO THE 


| Reader. 


w TOTY 


4 Letter, wherein thou wilt find ag F 

1» _ ) a Diſcovery made of he 
eranſaltions of che Governing Quakers, both 
#u ſome of \therr Perſons fingly, and in their 
Boay , or. Convention, joyntl: For thou | 
ſhouldeſt know, that the Quakers have for £ 
ad Joars formed themſelves into # kind of” : 
A 2 Politic- 


| T How art here preſented with the Gopy of 
EI 


To the Reader. 


Politie-Eccleſiaſtick Body, and have held 
their Meetings for matters of Government, 
every Monday,” or Second day of the Week, 
at Devon-ſbire Houſe: there they take cogni- 
zance of thoſe things that concern them as 
Quakers, that is, A party of Folk that deſire 
4 ind different from all others in Religion, 
Government, Speech, Apparel, Grvil Con- 
verſe, and what not. * 24 
Of ſome of their Tranſaitions in theſe 
Meetings, thou maiſt perhaps have readin a 
Book intituled the Quakers Spiritual Court, 
writ by one Smith, - who had been a Quaker, 
but was gone from them, This piece which is 
now put into thy hands, _= alſo to be writ 
by a Quaker, and one that is fo ſtill(at the 
writing of this) in Principle and Pradtice ; 
but offended at the governing Body, by reaſon 
of their Defeition, as he concerves, from their 
ormer Principles in their preſent Pradtiſes, 
as in the Letter it ſelf will more fully appear ; 


- 


wherein he doth not only declare matter of 


Fat, . but m_ it with the Quakers 
Principles, and the Praitiſes of the Apoſta- 
Ziſed Romaniſts, and others, whow they con- 
denim. - 

.- The Quakers are wort to glory in their 
"> k | P rote (= 
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To the Reader, 


Profeſſion, as ſtanding not in word, but is 
powrr ; Where | they ſeem fo mean the ex- 
cellent Converſation of their People above all 


others: But if particular Perſons among them 


tranſgreſs ſo manifeſtly , that it canngt be ex- 
cuſed, then they defend themſebues, as others 
do; by ſaying , . That it is no_ fault of their 
Principles, but the Perſon, that did net walk 
according to bis Principles ; But if it. da ap- 
pear, 4s here it doth, that not only «as particu 
lar perſons, but 45 4 way he) are. guili of 
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the like Trav, Oppreſ/ion, Þ 


| erſecution 

as other faulty Badies or Corporations, "7 hepe 
we (ball not ſuffer our ſebves to be impoſed, upon 

y their nauſeous Self-commendations," to be- 
kieue that they tranſcend all others, .or_#hat 
their Principles aye better than pos. of -other 
Chriſtians whom thzy condemn, at leaſt it will 
uot appear from their Prattices that they, are 


0. oo BY 
ſj I muſt neeas ſay, I fee no reaſon at allwhy 
the writings of particular perſons, that are 
of the greateſt eminency among thers, who 
write in their names, and are generally, if. 
net univerſally, approved by them, as written 
by thcir true ſpiritſpould not be imputed tothe 
Quakers, 4s om ; But that whak as's 
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| Torks Reader. © 
0 4:4 and Soti OY f#-apon 
Pee Tr 1 cam fe withy ans 


Hdbed wa e, they will enden- 
vVOur to porekes oo Fed that is here 
7 chem, "from the want of the Att 
3 To which exception T have this 
fo br'h to the ' ſititions Reager , 

þ i en intrauth, | do not Brow his name, 

at Copy it pleaſed God to bring to 
£36 4d 4h Nom 4 ſubſertbed, je Hey 
addreſſed th any ; rvÞorg JerhÞn, Yom whont 
T had 7, pr cant; of not (being 
to haps engaged to the contrary) tell me Fhe 
«hors name. . © 

But (2.) 1 ſuppoſe the conſiderate Reader 
way. find ſufficient reaſon, from the tarrinfick 
zature of this Relation, and from the cir- 
cumſtances wherewith it is accompanied; to 
exatt of him credence of the matters of Fact 
conteined init; FF not, he' 1s at his liberty 
to judge as he ſhall ſee cauſe,, 

(3:) Tdefire the Reader'to confider what 
weight is to he put upth, or what credit 
to "be given }o the name of” ax obſcure An- 
thy, when even My, Pen, the ' Son 
Sir W _— Pen deceaſed hath ( for-1m- 
ſt ance) 


| "To the Reader. 
Paxee). failed ſo tgregionſy in bis; Book omg. 
vulad, The Spirx.of Truth Vindicared,a, 
in Anſwer of '\ be Spixit of the @uaters tri 
that in relation thereto, and after a diligent 
comparing of theſe two pieces, My.John Fal- 
do his Book entituled, Quakeriſm no 
Chriſtianity, hath given this judgment 
But for Pex's ſake I ſhall believe it more 
than 'poſitble, that a man of the higheſt 
pretences, having ſome more than ordinary - 
means to deal, rightly and ingeniouſly, 
may yet ſo fardeceive my expectations, as 
to give the higheſt Contradictions tothem 
all. Part.3 S. 1. 

"And how ordinary a thing ts it; im theſe 
times, for one Controvertiſt to charge the 
other with notorious fal(ities in matters of 
Fatt ; what credit then to be given. to mens 
Names, except other things concur to giue 
teſtimony to their Narratives ? 

4. 1 am not conſcious to my ſelf of any the 
leaſt injury I have done to the Copy, or undue 
pradtice in preſenting it, God knows, [believe 
the publiſhing it may be uſeful to the Publick, 

There was one line in the Copy which could 
net be ſo read as tobe made ſence of, and there. 
fore 'twas Left out, A [ ſhall ſay no more, but 
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PE BELoot 


The Spirit of the Hat : 


O R, 


The Government of the QUAKERS 


among themſelves, &c. 


Dear Friend, 
RESI Hat is made known and manifeſted 


& in me, concerning the great A- 
/ ſtacy in this day, and what 'I 
| ave ſcen and heard, I am made 
WW willing to communicate the ſame, - 
« © teſtifie unto the truth chere- 
of. | 
Ic pleaſed the Lord, about ewenty years ago, 
to viſit chis Nation with his loving-kindneſs,in ſend< 
ing forch a Fpiricual-Miniſtry, in the mid'ſt of 
Wars and Fightings, to turn us from Darkneſs to 
Light, and to bring us out of che Strife into the 
Patience of Jeſus, into his Love and Mcekneſs, to 
do good for evil. | = 
This Seed being ſown, proſpered in the hearts of 
many,” and brought forth Vidory through Judg- 
menc, and the Spirit of Burning: And the Lord 
was wonderfully with thein in chis Lon, 
thar 


' 10 The Spirit of the Hat, 
that very many cone one = _ _ 
fains,. @nd (uf of MI SLITes, Pri, ac 


refreſhed; without Mone > without, Tice, and 
-/ Lamare was broken freely. co. the + And 
ater $ivert ffedly ro the thitſty tr AAdinet only 


ſo, bur likewiſe our Veſlels were filled with the 
ſame, whereby owr Hearrs were made ;gfad, . and 
cauſed the Springs of Life to break forth our of our 
Bellics, and the Bread,of, Life to dwell within us, 
that we needed -not to go forth out of our own 
Houfes, having, an Holy. Anoincing within us, 40 
ſupply <ewincs of ont Souls, and Jeff into MI 
— . 5 x 43 - {2Q 
And the Lord did daily add unto the Church, 
and raiſed up many to go forth. in the, Power co 
Preach the Everlaſting Goſpel. wh Y: | 
multiplyed and encreafed to the'a aebt of che 
Narions., Ya ET of <2 
How low and humble were they its Wir” pirits! 
how few were they in Words ! Thigit fva'Was yi, 
and their way, 14a) L ; | FEY "20Y ; 
"Ah! l:t me take up a Lamencatidn E HoWare the 
* Mighty fallen ! How have che Scars ceaſed to give 
their Light!' How ate the'poor diftre!!ed, and the 
young Ones bruiſed, by the high Mounrains and 
lofcy Cedars, whoſe Habiritions weR duce iii Hea- 
ven, but now. upon che'High places of the Farth, to 
impoſe upan the Conſcience, 'atid co eſtabliſh an 
Arbitraty Power by a Law ; Theſe are the” armied 
Beaſts, and the many Antichriſts, which preak the 
Unicy in Spirit, and the Bond of Pea e, This 
brings in Divigons, cabſeth Differences, Contenti- 
ons and Emulations : It 'r66rs up the Godd; and 
eats as dock a Canker, wheieby the Utiity" is di- 
| vided, 
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Vided,” 4nd'{hf"Paice broken.” Bu theLiki {ths 
vþt Lord a roves of, is for y one to. 
cording to edge and's Br. wih in the Truth, | 
AU are not'Rrong, therefore a ' catinot Ve, ih” thy 

ſame Exerciſe, no more thati a, Child can be | 
in the exerciſe of 4'Man : 'S itt the diſunitiny : 
fit doth not barely lie in _ of another 


and Judgment, bug in the im porulg, of A jdp- 
ment and PraRtice'z which appears p a, 
who clearl LES, judged that ihe prey of wry. Die 
Tences ih the Cliuxch, lay very much in the rugs 
one another in Mears and Drinks, &o. 

It's the.; DT Fromgh of che Father in theſe [atter 
Dayes, Tha ( hew ill write his Laws. in our Hearts, 
and pur his Shy into our inward Parts, to lead i 
ito alt Truth, aud out of all a pearances\ Ich 
his Spirit manifeſts i in us tobe nt c Imitation, and 
afcer the Traditions of men. 

Is it then reaſonable for the Spiritual Man to be 
found inthe xaRtice of doing, before a Law wric- 
ten, bur xarher wait at the Feet of Jeſus rill God 
reveals. And he that walks according to this 
ſhall know his DoQtrine, and be led.to behold'his 
Glory, and Witneſs'an unity in Spirit with his 
Brot ar, thoygh in a different Exerciſe, .. | 
How doth: this differ from: the Werld' $,. and the 
Foxoman-Un ny which is .co Fold fubjeRion to 
rhe Order « the Body Ys ( fo called ) though no 
Yr Ls within. ' And this Unity hey Slory 
I; by this 16,theix Kingdom upheld; frcm this they 
are able to boaſt Who i 1s able to make War with 
us ? Who can ſtand before us 7, Do nor all fa mt 

ave riſen VR. 262 inſt us ? Are fot theſe the, 
Welling \ words $5" of proud Babil, v Role bo 
chongin 
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32 Lhe Spirit of the Hat. 

thoughts muſt be abaſed ? whoſe pratice hach been 
rocruſh the tender Ones, in their Bodies, Souls, 
and Spirirs. This Language hath mine'ears heard, 
rhis praQice hath mine eyes ſeen, to the grief and 
wounding of wir ors | | | 

This combined Unity I have no pleaſure in ; irs 
Nature is known by its Image, its Birth by the ex- 
exciſe of irs Power. 

My Friend obſerve; What difference is there in 
theſe things berween George Fox and the Papiſts ? 
the one ſaith, No Liberty out of the Church ; the 
ether, No Liberty out of the Power. Saith the 
Papiſt, What Liberty to the Seflary ? No, What 
Liberty to the Heretich 3 No: And George Fox 
fauh, What Liberty to the Prethyter ? No; What 
Liberty to the [ndependent ? No; What Liberty to 
the Baptift 7 No; Liberty (ſaith he) « in the Truth. 
The difference lies onely here, The one hath greater 
power to.compel than che other, | 

The Pepifts ſay, Believe a4 the Church believer : 
So likewiſe ſaith G, Fox ; bur I ſay Nay, I am not 
to believe a thing barely becauſe the Church be. 
lieves it, bur becauſe ir's manifeſted in me, elſe I 
am tO wiit till God reyealsit, I was told the a- 
boveſaii by two there preſent. 2 

The Church of Rome claims a power of Excom- 
munication (of chem) that will not ſubmic ro cheir | 
decent and comely Order, - thouph' in it ſelf the 
thivg be meerly Circumſtancial, Ceremonial, or 
(as they tearm ir) indifferent ; and their reaſon is, 
It Judgerh the Power, . and ſmites at the Auchority, 
and (lay ctey) ics an Lnler co Divifion,and there- 


by is Unity violated. 
»hold a reſemblance thereof, it hath bee wu 
| | al 


4 & 
wy 


- oCG—__—— 


The Spirit of-the Hat. 13 


ſaid unto me, The Hat is nothing, bur it is out of 
the comely Order, it- judgerh Friends who are in 
the Power, who teſtifie againſt ir, and it breaks the 
Unity; and therefore we icannot ſufter ſuch to 
Marry or Bury, nor to partake of any Priviledge 
as a Member oft the Body ; and this 15 3n- the fub. 
ſtance Excommunicaction: for Excommunication 
chiefly lies in a man's being deprived of- the Bene. 
fics, and put out of the protection of the Law, as 
alſo trom being a Member of the Church, 

The ſeverity is the ſame with us,for where couldI 
Marry or Bury, if we were an intire Nation ? Or 
how can I take a Wife withouta Witneſs? Or how 
can I have a Witneſs, if to be one is Iyable to. the 
ſame miſery, 

Seleed Bodies ought to be found in the exerciſe 
of Moderation, Tenderneſs, and Mercy, as if 
they were a Nation, I alwayes find, when once 
ſuch pur forth their hands to affli&- for Conſcience. 
ſake, astheir Power groweth ſtrong, ſodoth their 
Oppreſſon. | | 

But perhaps they would ſay, We do not ejeat 
for Conlcience-ſake, but. becauſe of an obſtinate 
Will, which oppoſeth Friends. 

The Papiſis juſtifie themſelves - ſaying of the 
ſame, I remember a Judge likewiſe made the ſame 
reply when a Friend mentioned Conſcience, Cere 
rainly ir cannot be an evil in one, ' and right in the 
other, no more than it is cruelty in the Papeſki Per- 
ſecutions, and juſt in the Proteſtants. 

Ic will be a noble Example in choſe that ſtand 
upon the Advantage-ground to AR in Moderati- 
on, Tenderneſs and Mercy. And although it is 
the policy of the World's Churches, &c., undera 

| prerence 
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14 The Spirit of the Hat. 
recence for Unity, got to. hear the tender Con. 
Ga yer the Church of Truth will ; and where 
they are found, will account them as Brethren,ang 
not to think ic a ſufficient ground to refuſe them 
afcer admonition,if they perfift, bur to wait cill God 
perſwades them, And chis s the Royal Law of Li- 
berty, the other is the Yoke of Bondage, from which 
weare not to be entangled after the Traditions of 
Men. | 
This great Charter of _ 1s violated, and 
greatly broken in many particulars: If I have a 
cauſe before the Elders,but eſpecially if I am a Dif- 
ſenter, it's frequencly urg'd, give it to Friends ; if 
I do not, a further ſnare 1s offered, yamely ; Def 
tho belteve UVsto be Fr. the Powgr of | God ? It I lay, 
Yea; then, What wilt thou not leave it to the Power 
of God in Friends ? T hon art in confuſion to believe 
Urto be in the Power, and yet durſt nat truſt to the 
Fudgment of the Power. To my knowledge, this 
1s  Eavient Crime accounted, 

What greater uſurpation can there be than this, 
To daim my right. from me inco their Breaſts > For 
though the Elders may he preſerved in the Power 
this Year or Seaſon, they may apoſlatize from the 
Trurh, and yer claim the ſame prerogative over my 
Propriety 3 hereby a Tyranny mav be entail'd upon 
my felt by laying of ſuch a Foundation, "_ 

A moſt incomparable Inſtance is the Church of 
Rome, who was in'the Power and Glory of God; 
howbeic chrough pride ſhe loſt ir,yer gain'd, through 
ſabtilcy, the Preragative before mentioned, To give 
up unto Her Judgment, and to believe as She bes 
lieves, to the deſtruction of many thouſands : Sg 


that jr clearly appears, The Spixit that claims ſuch a 
Power, 


The Spirit of the Hat- 15 


Powet, under pretence of being in the Power, is 
the Spirit of exalration : and I know, that choſe 
Perſons that have been moſt confidenc in the claim, 
under the ſame pretence, have commicted great mi- 
ſakes z and thereby Truth hath bcen depreſled, and 
Error cheriſhed, | y 

I fuppofe I may affirm that in all Ages, Truch 
hath not been perfecured as Truth, but as Error ; 
T could inftance, that many in the great Aflemblies 
in Londoy, have not only been diſſatisfied with the 
reſt of their Brethrens Actings, though they made 
uſe of the Name of the:Lord, Both theſe canner 
be right, yet both claim the ſame Power in Judg. 
ment ; otherwhiles {ubmir ( through fear) nato 
the Judgment of. the more eminent, though it doth 
not at all correſpond with their underſtandings. If 
one part of the Body be lyable ro miſtakes, why not 
tHe other ? And if the Spirit, as they are a Body, 
is. to be Judge and Dererminer of Things ; by whac 
Spirit ſhall I know which is in the right ? How 
needful is 1t therefore to be joyned to our own, in 
the particular,con{idering how lyable man is to err . 
yea, in petty Matters. And I know, an Oppreſlive 
Act done by a Selc& Body, having power, is by 
very few clearly diſcerned ; but when done by a 
private Perſon, every weak-fighted Man can then 
diſcover it to be an Oppreſſive At : Ando theevil 
AXtions of great Ones are judged leſs Criminal, and 
= Perlons leſs Faulty than in juſtice they ought to 
' The Churches of Men are (till ſetting up them- 
ſelves one above another z bur the Aſſemblies of che 
true Church are all equal, having Chriſt the Lighc 
equally preſent with and in them ard theretore 


Friend; 
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Friends of one place, cannot. ſay they have power 
over Friends in anocher place, rs all may be 
liable to have Chriſt the Light al:ke, 1n and among 
them; elſe Chriſt his Spirit, in ſeveral places, 
ſhould be above, and under themſelves: . Bur 
Chriſt in each Aſſembly of the Faichful is their 
Head , and this Head they do not leave, to. ſer up 
a fleſhly head to themſelves, whether ic conſiſts of 
_ one or many of them ; ſeeing Antichriſt doth as 
ſtrongly. invade Chriſt's. Hea:ſhip'in many, as in 
one Man ; in a Councel, as ia a Pope ; in George 

Fox and the Body, as either. | | | 
This Spiric of Antichriſt in G. Fox, &Cc, would 
wreſt from me wha: I am not willing to part. with» 
al, to wit, my Conſcience, under no lels,peralty 
than Exch:!nmunication z which 1s as far as in 
them lies, the loſs both of Heaven and Earth: 
of Heaven by Excommunication, of Earth by 
Deprivation z and this withour redemption, 
unleſs complying with his or their Will and 
Pleaſure; and for no other cauſe, than for the 
o:niteance of a very ſmall Ceremony, which they 
hold neceſlary to Salvation. z like the circumcifion 
of old, who preached, {leſs they were circumciſed, 
they could not be ſaved. Bur perhaps they will lay, 
We do not excommunicate thee, yer we cannot 
own thee in thy error. I anſwer, Ir's one thing 
not to own a man in a particular, and_another 
thing ſo to diſown him, as wholly ro exclude him 
from protection : For if Iam once accepted of as. a 
Member, and after caſt oft as not being a Member, 
T ſhall leave ic to the ſober what to call it,. Perhaps 
they will ſay, This caſting off was not for the thing, 

(as in4ced ir hath been laid unto me) 48 for the 
cortermpte 
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contempt. I may rather ſay, Sure the greater the 
cruelry, to lay an InjunRion upon ſo ſmall a mat- 
ter, that draweth after it ſo deep a Cenſure, as ro 
caſt a man our of the Church. Suppoſe a Magi- 
ſtrate did command a crivial matter, ſome Ceremony 
or other, under pain of Treaſon, and ſhould pro- 
ceed againſt the Infringers of chis Command as 
Traitors; it were much to be doubted,. whether 
the Command did not partake more of Cruelcy, 
than the Diſobedience of Contempr:; For where . 
Aurhority ſhall (o far loſe ic ſelf, as to lay fo great 
a weight upon fo ſmall a matter, it rendereth ir (elf 
contemptible ; aud then it's no marvel if it be con. 
temned, having made ic ſelf contemptible. Whar 
will- our Lord do unto theſe chat ſhall be found 
beating their Fellow-fervants, and driving them 
from their Dwellings? 

- Again, Wholoever ſquares his aCtions in things 
religious by che Spiric's requirings, he is a bad 
fpirit,"&c. Wholſoever would be governed by the 
great: Lww, To do 4 we wonld be done unto, heis 
out of the Truth; - He th#: will not do what others 
woalſd have him co do, -he is wilful,. ſtubborn, and 
obſtinats. | | 
If the Body fairh, Ir is to' be fo or not fo, 
( though ewo ebwds of them are otherwiſe minded, 
yet/ are filemt) and if ir ſhall bappen for one to 
6p poſe che-rhing wich much moderation, and the 
faid rwo thirds (hall in their fpirics waire with him, 
yet fiotwithſtanding- a- few of che combined Elders 
trill bring him co che Bar, and unleſs he will own 
Condemnation, Judgment ſhall paſs againſt him, 
with ftch an imperious Authoriry, that che orhers 
date not open their mouths, ſo that their arbucrary 
cd B Commands 
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Commands they can impoſe - upon their Fellow- 
Members. They proceed further, ſaying, He that 
will not ſubmit ro the Body, oppoſerh God and his 
Truth; And they make the Body the Touch-ſtone, 
ſaying, This is according, or not according to 
Truih, as the Body hath Unity or not Unity with 
it; and fo by this practice the Spirit of the Lord 
35 to be tryed, and judged by che Body. This hath 
ewo parts,to deprive us of the Law of the Spirit,and 
ro bring in a tyrannical Government 3 it would 
lead us from the Rule within, to. ſubject us to a 
Rule with-rt, 

Ic is afſerted in Print, that if I believe the Light 
within me directs -me to a thing, and' the'Body 
ſhall nor have unity with 1t, it 1s ſafer for me to 
rely upon the judgment of the Body. I remember 
about a dozen of the great ones ſubſcribed a'Paper 
to this effet, and ſent it to Hareford, but it was 
there much d:{l:ked > Fhere was this alſo in it, That 
if any perſon had (as he thought). a command from 
God, todo a thing, or to put:forth a thing in Pane, 
he muſt firſt come and lay ur before the Body, and 
as they judsg, he: muſt ſubmit. 1s. nor thisan 
arbicrary Government, bounded by no Law, ibur 
what G, F. and afew more: pleaſe ? ' Herein the 
ground of our Liberties is. taken from us, (cowit) 
To live, at, and judg according to the Law. with, 
in. In this 1s the diftribution of Juſtice, and he 
that 'is overawed by a power without, ſtifles and 
'r21gles true. Judgment, - which atiſech in-hinaſelf, 
ry ys is Juſtice and true Judgment, obſtructed and 

112704, Tr's the higheſt uſbrpation of our. juſt 
121 . For when ſuch Principles are eſtabhlhed, 
(+ ;.c7e at eakly laid down, they. have encroached 

E Juriſdition 
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ug ay where, none was, taking upon then 2 
ower tv jiudg and domineer over the Innoxenty 
over the Conſcientious, over the tendet in Spirit; by 
new Laws which che Spiric never gave forth, nar 
hath uniry withal, nor many of che Body, which 
through fear - oppoſe not theſe things. They go 
higher; they ſay, Their Judgmenc 15 God's, and 
their Ats ate as binding as God's, it proceeding 
from the Spiric of the Lord in the Body : Their 
Judgments are (o poſitive from God and for God, 
and their Cenfures ſo ſevers, which cauſeth a 
faint-heartedneſs in- the weaker, to iſprak acs 
cording to their meaſure, leſt they ſhould Cdif- 
qu the Body, and be brought ro Judgment. 
© 1S a dangerous evil for any man, men,or Coun- 
cel; ro make him or chem Lords, ot Eawgivers in 
the Church : Chriſt himlelt being che immediats 
Lawgiver; and Judg in chis the Day of his Power: 
Men bave commonly thought, that to preſerve the 
Church in peace, is co ſupprels errour ; whereas t9 
preſetve. them in Faith and Love, wich the Father, 
Word and Spitir, this is rather to preferve the 

Church, 
How many perſons; under pretence of healing 
the Body, wand it ſtill deeper 5 and under pre- 
zence of preſerving irs Peace, hurry ir into endleſs 
Diſntionsz or reduce People to a Formal Faith ! 
Doch not the aboveſaid Body praCtiſe the ſame ? 
Yea. Ah! How do they build up that which they 
once pulled down and do that themſelves which 
they have condemned in others ! Ah! ' That they 
would ſufter the Word only to be che Rule 1: the 
Kingdomy and the Light thereof alone co ſhine 
; B 2 there, 
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there, and not to walk in the light of cheir own 
Fire, and in the' Sparks which they themſelves have 
kindled, whereby they may lie down in ſorrow, 
whilſt chey negle& che true Light, which lighteth 
every man that comes into the World, 

. In thetrue Church, Unity ſtands in diverſiries ; 
Burt in the falſe, Unity will not ſtand without Uni. 
formity, And it1s greatly co be-lamentcd, how 
that very many will do nothing without the Au- 
thority of .the Body, though it be never ſo clear in 
them z and this ſers up the Body above Chrift. 

And becauſe a further diſpenſation is not reliſhed 
by the Elders, the which they hide from the In- 
feriours, leſt their glory ſhould be eclipſed, and 
draw the reſt from a dependence upon them : 
They content, themſelves with this limited Minyj- 
ffration, a::d ſer up Tabernacles here for their Reſi= 
derce ;- Which 1s - Rn and beſide the Spirit of che 
Lord's teaching, which leads us on co know. and 
follow the Lord. Theſz are they that op /ſraels 
travcl out ot all appearances, which his Spirit Icads 
noxto; Theſe are they that lay ſtumbling: blocks 
m the way in cheir Joutney : Thele are they that 
wall noc have the Lord's People, Prophets ; thas 
their Perſons may be {till had in admiration for ad- 
vantage ſake : elſe, what meaneth 1t, that ccxrtain 
Perſons are appointed to ſpend the whole time in 
ſpeaking in every Meeting, and all the reſt co come 
as Hearers, negleQing the Gift in themſelves, 
_only waiting upon their Lips, When as often- 
rimes freth Springs ariſe in particulars, to make 
glad and comfore the Hearts of others : But through 


the lng Declarations .and Diſcouragement, withal, 
the 
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the Springs. are ſtopt, and che tender nipt, Ah! 
God will viſit you for theſe things. And certain- 
ly if this Babylanith practice had not been exerciſed, 
his precious Truth had been publiſhed 1n che mouths 
of thouſands more, and 10000 more to the know... 
ledge thereof would have been brought ; a greater 
growth in the Truth witneſſed, and che Mind and 
W.ll of the Lord more revealed ; a greater diſco» 
very of the Man of Sin within and without us, by 
the cranſcendenc brightneſs of the Evertafting Day, 
which will again break forth, and recover the 
ground which hath been loſt ; open che Myſteries 
which are yer hidden, break the Serpent's head, 
and wound the Leviathay. Amen, Halelujab, 

Moreover, as others before them ſer up the Serip< 
turcs above the Spirit, in having that to be the 
Tryal, Touch-ſtove, Standard of DofArine, Wor- 
ſhip, and of all Spirits ; ſo do they greatly err in 
ſerting up the Body -aboye the Spirir, in having the 
Spiritcryed by the Body ; the one ſaich, The Scr:p. 
ture © the Rele; but in truth, their Meanings they | 
make the Rule : The other ſaith, Tbe Spirit and 
not the Scripture) s the Rule ; ,þut, the DiRtates of 
the Body they make the Rule, For it. I walk ac. 
cording co my Meaſure, and my Mcaſure 15 'my 
Rule, anq it differs from the judgment of the Body; 
by their Rule I am to deny my Motion, becauſe it 
anſwers nor the mind of the Body ; for they lay 
down this as an infallible Rule, That the Bedy will 
have a true ſenſe, feeling, and underſtanding of 
Mituons, Viftons, Revelations Dettrines, &c. and 
ther: fore ſafeſt to make Her my Touch flone in all 
things relating to God, 

Ah ! chat-the would return from whence the 1s 

"WI falten, 
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fallen, and repent, that the Crown may again be 
ſet upon Her head. ” 
' The ſame Arguments which the 7 oPes ec. makes 
uſ: of ro ſupport himſelf, the Body uleth's and fe: 
yere judgment is denounced againſt him chat fhall 
ſpeak a word againſt the Authority of the Body, as 
Ic 15 againſt him that ſhall ſpeak againſt the Power 
and Aurbo:jy of Rome. And as it was and is a 
common practice for the Pope to eſteem Drunkards, 
Whoremongers, &c. far better than Non: confor- 
#/ts, even (0 itis with the Body at Devouſhire- 
Houle. | | | ns ys 

' It a Non-conformiſt endeavours to bring to light 
the viciouſneſs of the Prieſts, they will have wayes 
ro prevent him, eicher to raiſe ſome Accuſations, or 
Forde other cunning Evaſion. The Body practiferh 
xhe ſame, as I could inſtance, and may, when oc. 
caſion offers, " | 
" I have heard, from a trefible hand, what a fo. 
lJemn Mecting there was appointed by G, F. and 
others ot the Elders, ' to Judge and Condemn ſeve. 
ral Mcn and Women of good report ; and ſhelrer, 
cover, and hide the wanton Practices of others : 
and che niore effttuilly to diſcourage perſons from 
diſcovering theſe wanton and unclean Miniſters ; ro 
ſome they w- uld ſay; Let it faf, bad Spirits wilt 
get i, 4nd reflect Kpon good Priends &» others, T bog 
art an unclear Spirit, raxing in Mirg and Divt, ta 
Jay open the Miſc drriages of others ; 'By which 
mezns che Adalrerer goes free z onely perhaps pri. 
vate reproot paſſeth upon him,” T2 

” Conſider, O Friends! Is ic right to cover the 
Whpredons of che wanron Miniftry, &c. and un- 
<leda $(kurfipers ? and judgr fo 0penly-the miſtake 


of 
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of a perſon, when the Actions were true, and * 
the ſame Houſe, Is nor this apperently co diſcoue 
rage perſons from diſcoveritig theſe things, and en- 
couraging of the other in their filthy and defiled 
Converſations > whom God will judge, He that 
juſtifieth the Wicked, and condemneth the Innocent, is 
an abomination tothe Loyd. 

Again, thoſe that forbore the cuſtom, of their 
Hats in Prayer, could not partake of their Rights 
as a Member, until a Renunciation thereof, and for 
no other cauſe 5 when Zealors for that form (though 
guilty of uncleanne(s, and other vile abominarions, 
and the perſons accuſed for the ſame, yet) allow*d 
to miniſter as a Teacher, and emplzyecd in the Ser. 
vice for the Body, 

Such was the rigidneſs, - That perſons on]y ſu. 
ſpeed to favour the'forbearers of the Hat, muſt 
bear a publick ceſtimony againſt them and their 
Spirit, or elſe be lyable ro be difowwd. If they 
were nor. drunk with an Arbitrary Power, they 
might (ure find out a mediums (for & omittance of 
ſo [mall a Ceremony) berween an Ejettion and” an 
Approbacion, berween owning a ow and nor gi-- 
ving him a liberty to exerciſe his Conſcience. 

It chis kind of Judicature had been ſec up in the 
Apoſtles dayes, what. Confufions, what Diſor- 
ders, what Diviſions, what Rents, ard Breaches 
had there been in the Church ? chere .-being ſome 
thac held a neceſſity of keeping the Ceremonial. Law, 
others nor z ſome tor keeping of Dayes, otherseve- 
ry Day alike ; ſome for cating of Meats, others of 
Herbs ; ſome for Circumciſion, others nor, And 
Pawl, to preſerve the Unity, notwithſtandingtheſe 
diflerences, writ, nat to judge one another in 

| B 4 Meats, 
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"wh &e. butco wait till God reveals-it to him. 
And it G. F. and the Body had but chis moderation, 
what a Harmony, what a Unity would there have 
been amongſt us! 

The Papiſts had a way totry. all ſuſpeRted Per. 
{ons by, namely, that. chey call the Sacramenc of the 
Alcar; the Proteſlants the Oath of Allegiance and 
Supremacy, as alſo the Renunciation of the Cove- 
nant ; the Presbyter the Covenant it ſelf : And this 
Body tries ſuſpetted Perſons by this, namely, Hef 
thou grven teſtimony againſt the Spirit of the Hat ? 
I could never ger any of them to define what this 
Hat-Spirit is, - And as the Papiſts (to render che 
Protetants odious). ſtyled them Hereticks ; the 
Proteſtants, Phanaticks, Puritans 5 and all Sets 
call us in ſcorn: Quakers; and the ſame Spirit of 
reproach hath entered chis Body, in tiling the for. 
-bearance of the Hat, Hatters, Hat-men, It any 
may have that Appellarion, ics rather due unto you, 
who keep it off upon a Religious Account, than up- 
on thoſe who keep it neither off nor on upon a Re- 
Iigious Account. They of the Circumciſjon were lo 
called, not becauſe they forbore the PraRtice of that 
Act, but becauſe they til] continued in it; and unt's 
prepoſterous' ro give Nick: names unto perſons for 

. not Going of a 'Thing by the name of the Thing. 
Wewere called Quakers; becauſe we trembled at 
his Word, not becauſe we did it not, 

- Medilpleaſed Man, becauſe we do not uncover 
our Heads before himz welay, andſay true, truc 

Reſpect doth not ke in the uncovering of our Heads ; 

a picciful low thing, to lay honour and treſpe&-in. a 

Hat; welſay, ws the honour below. which perzſh- 

eh: We fay, it's an honour that nay , be trampled 


upon, 
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upon, and laid in the duſt, (as #iliew Batey and 
others well ſaid, and many of theſe men that have 
born chis faichful Teſtimony, are ſo far backſlidden, 
that they ſay there is a ReſpeR and Reverence duc 
unto Gcd in it) ; Let the, Judicious judge, whe. 
ther the honour and reverence which they give God 
in chis thing, according co-thdr own words, be not 
the honour below, which peritheth. 

They do not deny the gwing of this Cap-honour 
unto men, becauſe there is honour in &, bur be- 
cauſe there is no ſolidity init, for juſt and crue ho- 
nour they acknowledge 15 due unco Superiorsz and 
although G. F. and others have crampled upon this 
Hat-honour as the molt vile Excrement, yet he and 
they do ſay unto us, Tow grve uo more reverence 
unto God, than unto a Horſe. | 

Is it not ſtrange that theſe men ſhall lay fo mueh 
ſtreſs upon a Har, as a Duty due unto God, when 
they have look't upon itas a poor low thing when 
Man hath required it; and to make us more odi. 
ous, we are called Ranting-Spirits, when we do 
abhor and abominate chat monſtrous Principle, It's 
probable many do forbear that pratice, what then ? 
muſt I therefore be a Raxter ? Nay ſurely, no more 
than they are Papiffs that are in che ſame Exerciſe 


- with them in this outward Obſervation. . The Kari- 


ter gives no honour at all unto God, neither. nwasd 


nor outward, but makes a derifion at the Name of 
the Lord. et 


We do not forbear the Hat in this diſdain, or for 


-, want of reverence to the Holy, Pure God, (for if 
: he required ic, I believe we could nor onely- offer 
- that, but our lives allo) in the Service of the Lord, 
' +3" tor his Txuth 3 -buc becauſe he doth nor require 


this 


B+ 


26 The Spirit of the Haf. 
this of- us, but rather a more Spiritual Reverence : 
Its therefore an abuſe to be Riled Ranting- Spirits. 
Ic 1s a true Saying, and worchy our "Fmt 
' That they conſpire together to deftroy the Child Feſws 
3 85 | 
Theſe 1ll Miniſters conjoyn together to ſubvert 
- our Laws and Libercies, given by the Great Febo- 
vah, by obſtrufting or denying of Juſtice, (if 
- they apprehend ir ſutes nor to their Latereſt) which 
1s asthe Life and Blood co the Body, and doth give 
warmch and motion to every Member, - which is 
nouriſhed and enlivened by it ; but being once ſtop- 
d and ſcared up, as the particular muſt of neceſ. 
y faintand languiſh, ſo muſt che whole frame be 
diſſolved ; and afluredly, though they are lifted up, 
as ic were, unto Heaven, in their proud imaginati- 
ons, the Righteous God will blaſt all cheir exalred 
expeRations, and they ſhall die and perith in the 
eral diflolution ; becauſe chey have not regarded 
the Fatherleſs, nor pitried the poor in Spiric, nor 
compallionared the tender Conſcience, which fear- 
ed co fin againſt the Lord, but cruſhed, (poyled, 
and oppreſſed ( wichour bowels of mercy ) thoſe 
that had lictle rengch to. help themſelves ; invaded 
their Rights, violated their Libercies, endeavoured 
- totake the Meac from the Children and give ic unto 
Dogs. 

- Heretofore, before they were high and mighty, 
they were the Balm of Gi/ead, which healed our 
Wounds, reſtored our Spirits, aud ſhewed us the 
way of Salvation ; but of late years, like the Fig- 
. gree mencioned in Lukg, withour cthicacy, without 
\ Frutt,/ only deſtructive to the particular Members, 
. - who: diſcharge their Datics ang} . Conſgjeuces ; 


where- 
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whereas they ſhould be like the good Qld-man, who 
dyecth in a fu'l age, aſter he hath foughc a good 
Fight, and overcome the Evil-one; they ſhould 
be like the Shock of Wheat which cometh in, in 
due (caſon, to uphold our hves with the ſtaffof 
Bread ; aud noc unjuſt Judges ro overthrow our 
Liberciesz; nor proud Elders, - to overthrow the 
Goſpel. One thing more I have to add, and perhaps 
thou haft no: al:oge:her forgorren ic ; ir 1s this: 

'G, F being very fick and weak for a long time, 
a tender Love roſe in the hearc of #. Goſnal, to give 
him a frie :dly Viſit, and when he came into his 
Chamber, G. was tra»ſported into ſuch an high 
Palfion, and uttered ſuch veh:ment and violence 
words againſt him, that many there preſent 1n the 
Room, ' were 2imoſt aſtoniſhed thereat ; Ir was for 


this cauſe, W. G, long before ſignified unto Samw- 


el Newton his apprehenfions, that G. F, would have 
ftrucken him, (of chis more hereafter) and he being 
lifced up in his Spirit, Iike Lacefer, he uttered words 


to this effect; Friends, Alihough I have not yet 


told it you, [ do now declareut, I have power to bind 
and to lovſe whom [ leaſe. How hath Solomon 
Eccles ed this exiled ſpirit, who pacs forth theſe 
words, Stand up Muggleton the Sorcerer, whoſe 
mouth u full of (' urſing, Lies, and Blaſphemy, who 
calleſt thy laſt Book, a Looking-Glaſs for G, Fox, 
whoſe name thou art not worthy to takg into thy 
mouth, who is a Prophet indeed, and bath been faith- 
ful in the Lord's Baſineſs from the beginning. k 
was ſaid of Chr ſt, that he was in the world, 
and the World was made by Him, and the 
world knew him not : So it maybe ſaid of this true 
Prophet bow John ſaid, He pas nor; bmt then er 

NET. cel. 
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feel. thus Prophet one day 4s beavy 4s a milſtone upon 
thee ; and alibough the World knows bim not, yet be 
& kyeaws. | 

 Cercainly, ſuch Expreſſions are not fir to be given 
unto man z and to lyt up one 1n this nature abave 
his Brethren, is of dangerous Conſequence, Surely 
this mortal hath been greatly putc up by ſuch 
fawning, flattering Paraſites; Or elſe he would 
never ſuffer perſons to kneel before him : Ic is done 
upon two occafions, though in a very private man- 
ncr,and but by a few. The one is when he ſends you 
forch to Adminiſter ; the other 1s upon ſome mil. 
demeanour committed by a Miniſter, and upon the 
acknowledging of his fault upon his bended Knees, 
then G. abſolves him. Such 1s the abſoluce power 
which he takes to himſelf, That he will break 
Open Letters, and alter che Contents, One of the 
moſt eminent Miniſters amongſt them, being of a 
moderate ſpirit, writ as in the nameof the Lord, 
judging both thoſe that kept che Har off or on, in 
a willful, oppoſite, contentious ſpirit 3 Bur as for 
thoſe thar kept it off, or on, as to the Lord, thoſe 
he nor the Spirit of the Lord did not judg, or 
words to this purpoſe : he blotred out aline or 
more, and wric oyer it clearly another ſenſe, to wir, 
That he did judg thoſe that kept it on, and not thoſe 
that kept iteff, and Fobn Wiitchead, who writ 
the Letter, knew- nor of it. 

My heart is ofcen-times grieved within me, and 
my ſpirit oppreſſed with Sorrow, when I call ro 
mand their Lowlineſs, and their Plainneſs in Ap- 

pare}! Ah, how did «hcir Countenances and Gar- 
| ts ſuir with their Preaching of the. Croſs of 
cſug, and yery mauy 'were brought. by their My. 


p niſtry, 


his Error : 
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niſtry, out of Rich-clothings : But behold a Won= 
der! Theſe Miniſters, in-a ſhorr ſpace, got into 
the Rich-Habirs, ro wit, Beaver Hats, Camlet 
Cloaks, the fineſt of the Cloath, not .inferiour co 
the Merchants of the Ciry, ſerring aſide their Lace 
and Ribbands. It hach been their lot to be haled 
(with violence) out of the Aſſemblies of Profeflors, 
for bearing of fairhful Teſtimonies and chruſt int 
Priſon, Did I chink to ſee the ſame violence offered 
in our Aſſemblies! Nay, but with Sorrow, thine 
eyes have ſcen pulling down, haleing ot, and 
thruſting forth of our Meetings, agd chey went 
to the utmoſt, as far as their Power 3 And doubt- 
leſs they wanred not Will, but Power ih pau 
Theſe ravening Wolves, which worry. and prey 
upon the Flock, boaſt themſelves to be Peers un 
this Selected Body; And affitm, That if any of 
them commit a Fault,their Peers,or their equals, are 
only to be their Judges,and not the Lazty, os Com. 
monalty; So that in their Selected Aſﬀem 
theſe keep che Inferiors at. fo great a diſtance, ani 
their Spirits. are ſo over-awed, that they date not 
(bur {cldom) contradi& the ſayings of the *inoft 
eminent Elders. as 

Ic fell ou that poor Femes Claypeole contradifted, 


| and that with much moderation, the imperious 


Elder, Jobs Bolton, for ſaying unto ainaid, That 
ſhe was firſt to ſee the evil in ber {elf eferehe judged 
it, and not ((aith he) becauſe we ſay it. This poot 
man, for this preſumption, was firſt to acknowledg 

Yer he an private confeſt ic ro be no 
Error z Bur being a man of peace, would rather 
bear his barthen, chen to Nand again or contend 


with 
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with fo great an Elder. How is it poſſible the 
Young ones can ſpeak their minds freely, whien 
they are thus curbed anU overawed ? by this means 
a few will ſway a Meeting which way they pleaſe, 
unleſs the Peers areiin Competition , then, they 
meet as two great waters, ready to overwhelni one 
another, with their afferting both is che name of 
the Lord. To prove this, I ſhall give thee a few 
pregnant inſtances ; 

The Firſt is concerning the Marriage of Fob; 
Oſgood, who'1s well known to be a man of Mode- 
ration, Sobriety, and of a deep Judgment, own- 
ing and holding forth, as occaſion offered, the 
Principles delivered 5 and he was' held in ſuch re- 
putation, thar I know no mans Counſel had a 
gredter influence upon, and acceprance with the 


| Meeting than his ; But after he came co forbear 


the exerciſe of the Hat inPrayer : The Zealots 
for that praRtice, did ule their urmoſt endeavour to 
Tcrew hin out of that power and authotiry which 
he had in the Meeting, as the Paper Goned by 
eleven Miniſters doth clearly detnonſtrace, Tc 
caine' to paſs, that it was his purpoſe to take Re- 
becca Travers, the Yotinger, to be his wiſe: firſt he 
went-to the Womaens-Mceting, accordihg to Cu- 
Nome, to acquaint 'them' with his Intentions, and 
there they paſt ic with fo;grear an Acceptation, that 
a very oo Riderable patt' of chem went along with 
him to the Mens- Meeting, to juſtifie ahd ſtand to 
their procediire towards him, if occaſion offered, ' 
whereas others have ſeldom above ewo. He like. 
wife acquainted the Men with it, and after a ſhorc 
ſpace, one thee charged him for oppoſing oro. 
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'of the Lord, that had declared a thing inthe Name 
of the Lord, 25 | 
He preſently cleared himſelf from this aſperfion, 
by proving the perſon to be 1n a notorious falliry; 
which he afferted in the name of the Lord ; this 
Blaſphemer, that is thus ſtiled the Servant of the 
Lord, under the pretence of a Phyſician or Chyrur. 
geon, made ir his common practice to commit Un. 
cleannes, and wantonnels rowards Women; and 
yet he was employed and ſent by G. F. to judge 
Perſons and Meetings; he made him alſo 2s his 
Companion in his Travels, and covered him in his 
wickedneſs, inſomuch chat it was a crime ſuffigi 
to take notice thereof. | 
And although Fobn Oſgood cleared himfelf as is 
above expreſſed, Fobn Bolrow with two or three more 
bad another ſnare for him z namely, Wile thow give 
« teſtimony ag ainft the Hat-Spirit 7 His Reply was 
to this purpole, When be ſew 3t to be an evil, be 
ſponld ; but at the preſent be did not, and thereforg 
could not giyt a Teſtimony againſt « thing, before it 
was maniſeſied in him to. be @n Evil. This would 
not fatisfie them, although ihe again came inzo 
their praRice, in the keeping of. it off. Th Mar. 
riage was declared by Rebegca Travers e Elder, 
and F, O,to be of the Lord ; ant Job Bolton, with 
not above'.twe-or three, ware,.. did 1o oppoſe the 
paſſing.thercof,..in the name. of the Lord, that ic 
could not be ohaiud, une Je would give a teſti= 
mony as aboye, , and ye almg the whole Mecting 
was for paſſing of it... This will ſeem prodigious to 
perſons ignorang in theſe affairs, | 


Eg 


0.46.65. DO ADIO a> > coat. Aa Could ei dnt dt on 1 ot De A + 4. LL. 4 


At A 


z32 The Spirit of che Haf; 

He therefore, without their conſents; appointed 
a Day to take his Wife, and a very conkideradle 
number of the Mceting were Wieneſſes thereof, 
Such was the Severity and Lordlineſs of F, B.” that 
he in publick diſowned Tho. Salthouſe, for his be. 
ing there a Wineſs, and for his Moderation, Theſe 
Tranſattions did fo ſeize upon the Spirits of others, 
that it was exceeding difficult for any to obtain 
Wirneffes in'ſfuch an affair, if the Meeting refuled 
to pals jt, though never ſo unjuſtly, 

By what hath been ſaid, it may be clearly dif- 
cerned, Thar the greatcR part of che Meeting figni- 
fie no more than Cyphers, that a few'Rule by Will 
and Plcaſure, a certain ready way it is to make 
Hypocrires ; for what greater tetypration can a 
mat-meer withal to reduce him to a conformity as 
i: Confcience, than to deprive him of a 

erſon' whom he moſt dearly loves? And whar 
ater rigidnels can' there be to deity the: accom 
pliſhitienc of ſb weighty a Coricern, for the omir. 
tatceof To ſmall a Ceremony as che 'Har 7 
"Let this be had im Pripeval memory, That ſome 
6f you were Judged, Condemned, and Executed, 
Fht no acher Cauſe” thari the Fat, and now they 
Judge, Cotdemn, an 'Excomrmiunicate' for the 
ſame, { Oh greadly*to be admited t) "Not char 1 
at again chis practice w ben required vfthe Lord, 
bur aialt he cuftcifary uſe hieres| -- "for this I 
have Known, and frequently ſeen, thac when a 
Miniftet hath ended kis D<dlaration, "And a general 
aþvrehenſion char he will make a cloſe wictiPrayer, 
off goes their Hats, according to the' tuſtorn of 


ther Societies z and immediately up ſtands ano- 


ther 
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ther and begins a vew Declaration, then, as mcn 
| d,. on goes their Hats again, Moreover, it 
m"_ Mig ſomerimes for. a man ” jt OO 
with ſleep when the Prayer is be y ſome acct> 
dent or Hog hes diſtubed . way #<b he is wel 
awakned, he ſnatches off his Hat as a man afright= 
ed: Can I judge that choſe things are any other 
than a formal Cuſtorh ? Nay afſuredly, others do 
not pretend chat ſpirigualicy of Worſhip,and there= 
fore ic is no — in them, < 

I never could yet underſtand why the Head m 
be covered by an Aſſembly, when a Miniſter 
return high Praiſes unto the Lord, in an elevated; 
freſh, and lively Spiric, and to be ſo erronious as 
to be excommunicated for che ſame in time of - 


wh 

'T have been che larger vpon this Inſtance, be- 
cauſe. ir- proves the greateſt part that is here writ« 
ren, 

The next 35 this M. Boreman and Elizabeth 
Baily came before the Men's Mecting, to exprels 
their intentions touching” their Marriage 3 the one 
pare declared poſitively, as from the Lord, thar it 
was to paſs, Fobs Nelſon, Gerrard Roberts, and 
Thomas Briggs were three of them, beſides man 
more, T bo. Briggs was tranſported into ſuch an 
angry zeal, that he told chem, That jt was of the 
Lord, and that they oppoſed the mind of the Lord + 
Bur when the_other Party came cloſe to the buſi. 
neſs, he did got know whom the Perſons were that 
Intended their Marriage, to his great ſhame. Fob» 
Bolton, and Sam. Newton, were the great Oppo- 
{crs,. under, che lame prerengg but indeed with 
| YT.” = — won ; more 
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' more moderation. Several went home with orieved 
and ſorrowful hearts, whereof Jobs Osgood was 
one, and William Philips another; I could name 
-more, but let this ſuffice, 

The next 1s concerning Fobx Swinton, who did 
Wricea large Paper by way of Lamentation, as be- 
ing corimanded and required of the Lord to pub. 
I;ſh the ſame, wherein was expreſt, That the Lead- 
ers (the Leaders) were grfatly ginilty of the ful- 
neſs .of Dyet, fineneſs :n Apparel, and of ſpeaking 
'words out of the Life, which was a burthen to the 
Life : He juſtified this for ſeveral years, though 
ſtrongly urged to deny ir 3 but ar laſt they pur- 
ſued him ſo cloſely, that the Meeting at Devor- 
ſhire-houſe ſent for him out of Scotland, in the 
Wnter-time, for Him and his Paper to be tryed : 
But before he came, there was a meeting at the 
ſaid place concerning him, and there Fohn Bolton, 
Gilbert Layty, Fobn Nelſon, and Charles Harrs, 
with many others, paſt Judgmenc againſt Him and 
lis Paper : A Reply was made by Gawen Lawrey, 
| That jr was wot regular to deal ſo by « Perſon and bis 
Writings, that was not there to a»ſwer for bimſelf ; 


to Condemn H.m, and then to Try bim. This 1 © 
bring as a further proof ot their unreaſonable Ty-. 


ranny ; For what Juſtice and true Judgment could 
be expe&ted, when. theſe Grandees, who were his 
Judges, did give Judgment againſt him before- 
hand ? þ 

In a ihort ſpace after Jobn came to London, .and 
a Meeting was again appointed; He ſaw the 
Breach would be grear, and Iikewife his Exerciſe, 
iellin2 d:vers befor® hand, The Chi{d wwſt not be 
| | divided, 
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divided,nor the Scamleſi-garment rent : and fo when 
the day came, he denyed the Paper, and the Spirit 
that gave it forthi; yea, fir for the fire ; and mores 
over, That it was writ in an hokt of terbptation and 
weakneſs, 0 | 

Let che impartial judge, whether this Reeancati- 
on was not done rather in ſuch an hour ? and whe- 
ther the chings are nor crue char he declared ? 


Ir's cirhe to conclude, having dwelt long enough 
upon this Subject, with this Counſel and Admomi- 
tion td che Migh and Mighty, and co the lotry 
Mountains, and aſpiring Cedars of this Aſſembly, 
before ſpoken of ; Deſpite not to take counſel of a 
Fool, nor diſdain tlie advice of the young and 
weak Ones, for *cis poſſible, deep knowledge and 
yer little eſteem ray be found together : This I hav 
co inforrti you, thatthough you have reduced many 
ro a ſober life, the way ta keep them, and to brins 
if more into the ſame Fold, is by mild... # + 
ſetting up a Lordly Judicacure over the C::.\.1-11cs, 
for by this all Profeſſions have beeh (plic b-f ore 4+ | 
and it 15 0bſerved, That when the Spiric 0+ 7.575 
ſhip enters a People over-theit Fellows, thc Lo: 
doth diſappoint the Undertakers theres), + 
withdrawing of his pure Spirit, 

My Soul's defire is, That the Spitit of L-: 4: 
and Etaltedneſs, whiclt hath encred the Bo#+.-+ 2; 
be cruſht for ever, that the fircle "Ones nay 


"the Loid without fear, and be found ti che 3t+ 


caſe of nothing in the Worſhip of God, but +. 
his pure Spiric leads anto, avid ol 6f chiat, _ ” 
may ſpring bp in rhe hearts of thduſdhds;”b- 
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joying of this holy Liberty, and chat God may be 
exalced in the Earth, that the Horn of all Op. 
preſſions may. be broken, and daſht to pieces, to 
the praiſe of the Name ot the Lord, that the Light 
of his Glory may ſhine in our Temples in its 
ſtrength and luſtre, not wanting a proud Lordly 
Body to rule over, us, . nor a proud wanton lazy 
Miniftry to monopolize his precious Truth from us, 
but that every one may fit under his'own Vine 
wichout fear, and cat his Bread at his own Table. 
And God bears me this Teſtimony, That his Truch, 
as it hath been declared, isdear unto me, and the 
Principfes delivered, my Soul doth own z and there= 
fore, according to my Meaſure, . ought to have a 
place in che Body ; but from the by of Chriſt, 
and the Unity of his Spirit they cannot exclude 
me, ahd therefore my Soul is abundantly facisfied 
andrefreſhed, jn my folicary Retirements, and de- 
fires not to joyn Fans to opprels any,nor yet to give 
up my neck unto, the Yoke of Bondage, nor my 
Back to the Oppreſſion, nor my Judgment and Eyes 
to the Body*: Though I can give my Back'to the 
Smiter, and my Checks to the pulling off of the 
Hair, yet it. 15 through a-paticnt ſuffering, and not 
a ſordid laviſh ſubjeRion. ; 
And although they daily exerciſe the Oppreſlions 
before-mentioned, yer by their deceitful fatteries, 
they make people believes, That they are a harm- 


leb, innocent, and peacrable People, ſufering and 


bearing wrong, but noc doing any; or if any per- 


ſons Write, or Speak their Grief, that the Publick 
take tiotice of, my will repreſent them under ſuch 


terms &s may reader chem odious 3 and the 


s 
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The Spirit of the Hat, 37> 
effeQually to weaken their Teſtimonies, they w ill 
fix upon them ſcurrilous and contemptible Appellatt- 
on, as Scotch-men, Weleh-man, Tinker, Taylor, 8c, 
ſome of them utterly untrue ; and co prevent an in- 
quiſition into the truth of the matrer, they would 
make people believe that they are envious, malici- 
ous, and diſcompoſed Spirits, bad, dirty, faCtious, 
and ranting Spirits, who are gene from Truth, and 
1. 4. # |. _ C: 
©Such is the portzon of thoſe that appear in the leaſt 
againſt their inperious, tyrannical, and laſcivious: 
Actions; and what-cver man dereRted the fallacies 

id deftructive Cheats of imperious dildainfulmen, 
bur was thus reproached? Muſt ic be juſtice in 
them tg complain of their Oppreffions, and Envy; - 
and, Malice, &c. in vs to complain of oors # their 

carsare but few, yet verily they have been exceed- 
ng expert in learning of the Papiſts lubrilcies. 

It 7k any intereſt in a Burial- place, and diſ- 
pleaſe the Body by diſcharging'of a good Confci- 
ence, I ſhall be deprived thereof, and be neceſſra- 
ted ro (eek a place tor my dead elſe-where : albeit, 
the Truth, as jt hath been declared, 1s dear uato, 
and precious with me ; for ſay they, Thou opprſeff 
Friends who are in the Truth. Let the Spuritual 
Man judge whether this is not a ſetting up them. 
ſelves 2 yea, let the reaſonable Man judge, whether 
this is not to diſpoſe of my Right and Propriety 
by Will and Pleaſure ? they are like the Phariſees 
of old, who were more zealous to keep up. their 
Traditions, than the Law given trom the Ld, 
for they are more zealous to keep up the x power as 
a Body, than che Truth u ſelf, 

C2 Ic 
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Ic appears plainly 'unto the .Juſt and Righteoug 
Man, that G. F. and the reſt ot hjs Councel have 
endeavoured to ſubyert the Royal Law of Liberty, 
and to introduce an Arbitrary and Tyrannical Go- 
vernment over the Conſcience, over the Flock of 
Theſe are the ravening Wolves which prey upon 
the lictle Qnes in a Lordly Spirit 53 This 1s that en. 
venomed ſpirit which hath tainted thejr Judgments, 

yſoned their Hearts, and blinded their. Eyes ; 
—_ hainous jt is in the Nature, how miſchievous 
in the Effes of it? which will beſt appear, if ic 
be examined by that infallible Law, To do 44. we 
world be done unto ; This is the Foundation of all 
Laws, out of which they are derived ; this is the 
Supream Law, and the Health of the People, and 
end of all Laws to which they axe deſigned: And 
how far this Spirit in them ſtands 1n oppohition to 
this Law, I ſhall further manifeſt, | 

They pretend and claim an Infallibility 1n Judg- 
ment, &c. (nat that I am againſt Infaſlibility, but 
that it is in a ſpecial manner peculiar to them, as 
they are a Body, this I am againſt) yee who mor 
fallible in Judgment than they ? who more Ter. 
in Juſtice? And what can be more dangerous and 
deitru&tive to the well-being of a People, chan ſuch 
a claim without it? If they were in it, afſuredly 
they would bgaſt leſs, be more humble and chaſt, 
m>re ſelf-depying ang mortified in cheir Conyerſa- 
£10nS, 

I ſhall be lyable to tranſgreſs, by breaking a I aw 
hidden in their Breaſts ; that muſt be a Crime wh ch 
they are pleaſed to ſay 1g 1s z all muſt be cxror _—_ 

| hey 
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they pleaſe to call ſo, What (fay they) deft thou 
ſee, doſt thou fecl that which the Body doth not ? 
thu art in an exalted Spirit, the Body bath not nnzry 
with it ; if it had been a true mation, the Body would 
have a ſence thereef, (behold the Touch- one) ; and 
certainly in theix degenerated Natures, as many 
great enormities have been, ſo greater will be pro- 
ac'd : Luſt will become a' Law, Envy will be. 
comc a Law; Ambition and Covetouſneſs will-bee 
come Laws: What DiRtates, what Divifrons ſuch 
Laws will produce, may eafily be diſcerned by the 
late Viciffitndes, to diſpoſe of all ro the mamtes 
nance of it ſelf ? The bounds of the Royal Law they 
have removed and broken, (and this miſchief muſt. 
needs enſue in the ſtead thereof, Tyranny eſtabliſh- 
ed) and yet they will tell us, [t's far the bonour of 
Trath, and its ſervice from the Spirit of Trath. 
| What greater diſhonour can there be to the 
Lord God of Heaven and Earth, than to prerend 
his Holy, Pure Spirit in the praQtice of Injuſtice ' 
and Oppreſſion, and to make ufe of his great * 
Name and Power to patronize their pride and ex- 
alced Spirits ? | | 
Such arbicrary courſes have an ill Operation upon 
the Spirics of Men, it weakens their Hearts, and 
cools their Courage, and begers in them a flaviſh 
Temper and Diſpoſition ; and where this arbitra- 
ry and unlimited Power 1s fer up,a way 1s open not 
only for the ſecurity, þut for the Advaycemenc and 
Ingouragement of evil, and a means to encreaſe 
Flarrerers, Such men are apteſi to cxy up the 
Body in all reſpe&s, and are the only good Friendsz” 
Bur others (though exemplary in their Congyfari- -- 
p boats C4. ons) *: 
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ons) who canr'ot Ly and comply againſt the light 
ig their Conſciences, to ſome of their proceedings, 
are ſ\ubjet to their Jcalouſie, Cenfure, if not an 
Ejection, 

In days paſt cheLord raiſed up a Hoſes to be a 
Ruler and Leader to his People Iſrael, who were 
then under Types, Figures and Shadows ; and the 
| ſpake to his People by bis Servant cAoſes : 

another Adminiſtration more glorious is eſta- 
Bliſhed z to wie, The Diſpenſation of the Son of 
God, whom Moſes prophefied of, who ſpeaketh 
from Heaven, who is che End of all Figures, 
Types and Shadows, he who is the ſubſtance of all 
Types, &:c. is now the Great Captain, and Leader 
of hixPeople, makes uſe of and layes by what In- 
Krumencs he pleaſech, reveals his Mind ſomesimes 
to one, ſometimes to another, without reſpe& co Per. 
fons or Bodies, as he pleaſe:h, That there may be 
no gloxying bur in the Lord ; He abaſetb, the proud, 
aud exalreth the bumble ; hides his mind from the 
high and mighty, from the wiſe and prudent, and 
reveals himie'f unto Babes ; and therefore he need- 
eth not a Fox, nor a Body to conveigh his Will un« 
to his People, be being himſelf their Teacher, and: 
hath planted his Laws in their Hearcs, and given 
them an holy Anoincing, co know the Spirit of 
Trwth, from the Spirit of Errour. | 

And albeit the Kings of the Earth exerciſe Lord- 
ſhip and Auckority over their People, yer it oughe 
nat to he ſo among the Diſciples of Chriſt, being all 
Brethreny Bug for the greateſt ro be well contenced 
60 ſerve in che nxanef} employment, if che Lord 
xequies itz as tg be ſcryed, to hearken, and fub- 
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mitts the voice of his Spirit, in the leaſt Babe as in 
the greateſt, or, as in the Body. 

And I affirm, the Lord did not raife them up. ts 
bring us off from the barren Mountains, 0 
pon them who are gow become a Delartz nog 
from under our Oppreſlors, to turn Qppreflog 
themſelves : Let chem remember the hor it. is 
their Fipurez and itzthe Lord's anger waxed hot 
dgannſt thein, for their UfaithfulneG, ' what will 
be che portion of theſe, who have ſo deeply Apo» 
ftarized irom clearer Matufeſtations ? 

Many of the moſt eminent have had potent Im. 
"rp ro'give forch folid, and found Arguments 
or Liberty of Conſcaence, and have pleaded Pero 
ly for the fame, yer Gegrgs Fox was heard to fay 
ina ſeletted. great Aſſembly thus, Though waxy 
Friends bave writ for Luberty of Conſcience, [I 
never lik'd the word, it it not a goed mord, ,No Li- 
borty fo the Preſbyterians, no Liberty to the Payiſts, 
we Liborty to the Independents, no Liberty ta the 
Baptiſts, 8c, Liberty isto,be only in the Truth, and, 
faith he, no Liberty out of the Power, _ In an- 
ſwer unto this, Truch gives Liberty unto the weak, 
yet no weaknels in the Toh ley 

Since the Spirit is withdrawn, they do [ 
boaſt the Power is as much, and as freſh 4 gra 
(if (o,. they would be more refreſhed with it, and 
ks with Sſcep in their Aﬀſemblies) and*their Unity 
gs encire 4s. ever. Yet verily, ſharper Contentions 
are ſeldom found amongſt atly People, To prove 
this, I will mo two notable Examples, ir is 
between four fampus and eminent Elders ; 


Firſt, The, Sabbunſy aid Fob» Bolton : T.S. be- 


ng 


42 The Spirit of the Haf, 


ips 2 man.of, fome moderation and tenderneſs, uſed 
his endeavours to beger a reconcilement between the 
PraRiceps.: and Forbearers. of the Har in, Prayer, 
and to receive each, other as Brethren, though they 
differ in that particular thing'; Bur chat high and 
hot-ſpirited Elder F, B. called him falſe Prophet, 
reputed 'him worſe chan the Forbearers, and op. 
poſed his Miniſtry, until with much ado a Re- 
concilenent was: made by a condeſcention on both 
arts, revmihi: ., 
. The other is between 6, Fox and Sam, Newtos, 
who being a man of ſome Heneſty and Cleanneſs in 
his Spiric, , was againſt having of a perſon to aGt in | 
their bebalf, as in relation to Suffetitigs whoſe 
Conyerlation preached not. Righteouſneſs ; But | 
G. F. oppoſed him with {5 much wrath and, vio- | 
lence, that.fome there prefent thought he” would * 
have ftrucken him, he being a perſon ſo, rightly / 
jualified and accompliſhed for George's Intereſt. 
Suck js the ſwelling pride of this Luciferias, 
that he gave forch a Paper, That bi Marriage with 
Margaxct Fell, was a fignre of the Maxriage ; Mater 
Chriſt and the Church, I may more juſtly (believe 
It to be a figure of the grear Apoſtacy from the | 
ruch, and barrenneſs in the Truth, þ 
He likewiſe declared; That bis Marriage was 4- 
hove the flate of Adam #n his Innocency, 11 the flats 
of the ſecond Adam, [who pever- fell: This Paper 
was ſo it reſented, and; fo much diſlik'd; that it 
was call d ir again 3 and a' rare'thing it. was to get | 
a fight chereof, albeir chrough an accident, Ihad a 
a view of it.” ad fl, | 


* The abovelaid Sawurl Neon and Foby Belton, 
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fa give them their due, have notraker-a litthe paſns, 
labour, and travel; to brings Light and 19 Judg- 
ment ſuch unheard-of Praftiſes of beaftly wamon, 
neſs, and filthy uncleannels, thar 1t 1s hard. to-be# 
lieve the exceſs thereof z: Bur Fobn Bolton hath, or 
had a confefltory 1a writing from one or two' of the 
Female Perſons concern'd, of the.debauched 'Atr- 
ons, to declare the truth thereof 3: yer norwichſtand- 
ing they met with ſuch great Obſtruftions and Op. 
poſition, that they cannor accompliſh a thoraw=ex. 
amination of ir, becauſe 'it  rouchethy many Emi- 
nent Ones in the Miniſtry ; who from day to-day 
reſorted unto themy and giving them -rheſe Appel- 
lations, {nnocent Laſſer, aud Daughters of Sion. 


Sometimes it comes to paſs; - that two approved 
of in the Miniſtry, will oppoſe and judge [catch 
other in_publick- Aſſemblics,' in the Name: of -the 
Lord : But to prevent the evil effects thereof,'.the 
next day Perſons ſhall be appointed to declare the 
Greatnels of cheir Unity, and the Qnenels ia their 
—_—_— | | 


Bur leſt there ſhould be a mifapplication of what 
T have written 3 when I expreſs the Body, I do de. 
clare, my meaning is, The Second. Dayes Metting 
at Devonſhire-houfe, with ſome other Principals in 
other Countreys, who are their Abertors, and nor 
the whole Body of the People called Quakers; for 
I am affured, and well know, that very many have 
not bowed to this Golden Image, with whom 
my Soul hath Unity, and with whom I am re- 
treſhed, | 
And 
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their hearts to me, with grieved and forrow 
Irits,to behold what domineering, and what par- 


And moreover, I meet with many who will fool 


| 


: 


cial Judgment is praiſed, what ſeverity and ty. | 


is exerciſed atthis Mecting, but eſpecially a- 
wind Diſcs TTY; FO 

. Jy 3 'W 0uf of aur power to reareſs 
TH watil God doth change thrir hearts, or a” h 
reckoning themſclves at preſent tog 


arg power 5 
weak to grapp 
tle Stone be given them to {mire them pn their fore+ 
heads, or words to this purpole. 
Ler-us truſt in che Loxd, 3nd weic ypon bim with 
tence in Faith which overcomes -the World ; 


le with theſc Goligh's, unleſs the lir- | 


chat he: will tbreſh; che Moymntains, and rebuke | 
the High and Mighty, who-are exalted above their * 
Kfcalures 5-atd exalt lys;Fruch overall, that Juſtice | 


and. Rightcouſnels way How as a River, - to the re- 
joycing of hus oppreſſed People, and to the Prailc 
and Glory of his Nagmg for ever, From a dee 
Mourner in Iſrael, to. behold how the Earth is od 
* {ed with violence, and the righteous Seed op- 
profiled. 0 | 

| "Dear Friend, Ic hath pleaſed the Lord to raiſe 
thee up:to bear a Teſtimony againſt an Adulterous, 
Iyrannical, and an Hypocritical Generation ; ler 


a - 


the Word-of the 'Lord therefore have a free paſſage | 


ir; andthrough thee, and conſult not with Fleſh 
210d Blood 3 watch againſt che Encmy, leſt he dar- 
k enthy underſtanding, that thop. canit nor diftin- 
g: iſh between the Precious and the Vile, Mix not 


thy own thoughts wich the motions of the, Spirit ; | 


keep 


at 
[ 


F 
» _— gu - 


The Spirit of the Hat, 45 


keep inthe Fear, and in the Humility, that an ex« 
altes Spirit may be kept outs: Build thy Houſe 
on the Rock of Ages,and ſtand in the c 
withortt wavering, that thy Converſation may be 
wichourt blemiſh, thy Judgment without error, and 
thy Laye unto the Truch without diſſmulation, Re 
faithful nnco the Loxd's requirings, that diſobedi= 
ence may not enter, Remember the Root bears 
the Trec,and the Tree the Branches if the natural 
Branches were cur off through unbelich, and chou 


with chouſands grazed in, be no high-minded, bu 
z From # little hidden One of the 
Pleck of Feſw 
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_ Books printed for Frapcis Smith, | 


I.. A True; and Impartjal Natrative cf che | 
| .. eminent Hand of God chat hefel a Qua- ! 
ker and his. Fanuly, &c ,  ; Y | 

2, TheSpirit of che Quakers tryed, accordinz | 
to that Difcovery,.is. hath made of it ſelf in their | 
great Prophet G. Fox, 1 

3- Comrevenfie Enged ; or, a plain Diſcovery of 
the Quzkers equivocal confeſſing the Divinity, and 
plainly denying the Humanity of Jeſus Chriſt 5 
with a Relacio" of che Divine Honout givcn by ſortie 
of them to their Leaders, 
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